‘Everybody likes to feed the
‘ducks. After all, they're so cute
“and they look so needy. They
‘must be hungry! Who knows
‘when they had their last meal,
or when they'll have their next
‘one? Aren't we helping the ducks
‘when we feed them?

Wrong! Resist that temptation
1o feed the ducks. We know it's
‘hard, but feeding the waterfow!
is harmful to them. ..and harmful
I'-hlmmmtw.

[resources]

» for more Information
APA Visitors Interprative Canlers wawadivic, org

Adirondack Cooparalive Loon Program
weRAR TR ACEnon . o oond

Adirondack Mountain Tlub wweaduoy
Bucks Unlimited Canaga

‘oA, EUCRS. Crenod rmasganaral e Yand il
Live Ducks www badudks combhaad bimi

The Wild Certer (The Natural History Mizssum
af the Adirondacks) ww wikicente oo

The Nature Consenvancy wwa.ing.om

» sponsored by
Mirroe Lake Walershad
AEsoCEtIon wwivw rmiroetakon e

» partially funded by

Lake Champiain Basin Program www.icbe:omg




[the main problems]

» Tor waterfowl!

Ducks, geesa and gults have a natural survivia
rhythm. Our interruptons of thelr routine crealas §
destructive oycle whilch breaks the animals of their
inatinctual habis. By feading the witerfow! things
ik popcom, bread, crackers and polato chips, we
miaka them dependent on our handouts and provide
tham with less nutritious fooda than they naturally
wiaudd find for themseaives

Qur feading them also herts their chance ol survival
by encouraging them 1o lose ther natural oor of i
Thair close contact with humans leads t6 mons
agoressve behavior as they grow accustomed 1o
us, an increasad susceptiblity 1o diseasse, and highar
evels of accldental death

» for humans

Fesding waterfow! puts us at sk for “Swimmes's
Mch,™ a skin msh caused by parasitic Matworms
Carrfed by warm-hlooded aguatic animals such ns
ducks and geesa, these fntworms ame one part of
4 cycle and can penetrate our sk when we &re m

closs proximity t waterfiow!

Althaugh tha parasile des mmedkataly after

penstrating the skan, many paopéa ane allergic to
these p
entry, Repanted contact can intensity outbreaks of

sites and cevelop a rash al the point of

the rash, and the Rcheng can last as long &3 a weehk

[a few solutions]

» becomse awaro of arlificinl feeding

By becomng awsre of anticu! fsading we can safely
"stop teeding the ducks, geese and guils” and akow
these animaly 1o be wild forewat. Those waterfowl

Awhich have beconme aocustonid 10 o ultan Ways

will resdapt 1o their natural habits | we stop feeding
m.nﬂummnmmwmwm,
koeping their distanca from us, we face & far lesser
risk of contracting “Suimmes igh” —and that's o
good thingl

‘» view animals In their natural environs

Plan outings o visit ihe Adirondack Park Visitor
interpretive Centers. the Adirondack Museurn and
Thie Wil Ganter {the Naturad History Mussum of i
Adirondacks) to learm about these animats in their
netural nabitats. Each month the local chaptons of
This Adirondack Mountain Club and The Nalure

Corrmsevancy offer o viriety of kecturse and progrms,

many of which are aboul the area’s wildite.




